L I T T L E
D A L T O N
P H I L O S O P H Y

The Dalton Plan is the keystone of our philosophy. We
provide an environment for children in the early years
that nurtures their natural inquisitiveness, develops their
self-confidence and their capacity to succeed, exploits
their natural ability to acquire languages, and educates
them to be responsible and independent learners and
thinkers. Little Dalton challenges each student to develop
intellectual curiosity, creativity, and a sense of responsibility
and respect towards others both within the school and
in the wider community. Students are taught to take the
lead in their life-long learning process. Our motto is:
I am not led, I lead.

L I T T L E
D A L T O N
K I N D E R G A R T E N
( L D K )

Little Dalton is a progressive, dual language kindergarten
underpinned by The Dalton Plan and the Early Years
Foundation Stage (UK). The Dalton Plan is one of
the

most

influential

and

successful

child-centred

educational models in the world that gives children the
freedom and responsibility to guide their own learning,
and opportunities for cooperation. Our curriculum is
specially designed and delivered by experts to combine
rigor and all-round excellence in a caring and nurturing
environment.
Little Dalton offers education for children from Pre-K
to K3 and a dual language Putonghua and English
environment focused on play, physical development and
social and emotional skills in the early years, with the
gradual integration of emergent literacy and mathematic
programmes.
Little Dalton is committed to providing our graduates
with a solid foundation for life-long learning and a worldclass, well-rounded education. Little Dalton graduates
are

inquisitive,

self-confident,

responsible,

socially

sensitive, independent learners and thinkers. They are
well-equipped for a transition to the primary years either
at Dalton School Hong Kong or any other leading schools
around the world.
We are especially indebted to advisors from The Dalton
School in New York and Ascham School in Sydney for
their guidance and support.

O U R
D A L T O N
A P P R O A C H

“It is not a curriculum…
it is an educational
reorganization which
reconciles the twin
activities of teaching and
learning. When intelligently
applied, it creates
conditions which enable
the teacher to teach and
the learner learn.”
Helen Parkhurst

T H E
D A L T O N
P L A N

The Dalton Plan, created a century ago by Helen Parkhurst
in Dalton, Massachusetts, USA, grew out of the progressive
movement of educational reform in the early 20th Century
that reacted against the teacher-centered, “one size fits
all” mode of education. Today, there are over 200 Dalton
Plan schools throughout the world. Many other leading
schools, including Tsinghua University Primary School
(THPS), adopt some components of the Dalton Plan while
leading educators, such as the Association of Senior
Professors of Peking University, are strong advocates of
the Dalton Plan for education reform.

The Dalton Plan is based on a strong belief that whenever
children are given responsibility for their learning, they
instinctively seek the best way to achieve it and execute
their decisions with focus and rigor, leading to success.
Built on this belief, the Dalton Plan believes education
should:
•

tailor each student’s program to his or her needs,
interests and abilities;

•

promote communication, collaboration, and a sense
of responsibility and community;

•

nurture

children’s

skills

for

tomorrow,

building

resourcefulness, flexibility and independence.
To achieve these objectives, Parkhurst developed a threepart model which reorganizes education from teachercentred to child-centred, transferring critical learning
responsibilities from the teacher to the child. These
three parts, namely the House, the Assignment, and the
Laboratory, along with the more formal Lesson, form
the critical, structural foundation of a Dalton education.
Through these structural components and guided by the
philosophy of the Dalton Plan, teachers and students work
together towards individualized goals that develop the
mind, the body and the spirit.

T H E
I M P O R T A N C E
O F P L A Y

Little Dalton is committed to providing a child-centred,
playful environment for our young learners. We value play
as an essential part of the learning process and strive
to nurture imagination and inquiry so that children can
make sense of the world and their place in it. Play is often
referred to as the engine of learning and LDK provides
many opportunities for children to engage in various forms
of play, increasing in sophistication and depth over time.
Children at LDK are given a wide variety of opportunities
in which to explore and learn. Through careful observation
during

independent,

unstructured

and

group

play,

teachers notice each child’s individual strengths, interests
and unique views and interactions. These observations
during various forms of play— make-believe, symbolic,
construction— provide teachers with critical information
to support individual children while also creating targeted
experiences that empower all children to build skills of
cooperation, develop an understanding of social cues and
boundaries, build relationships and develop self-control.
Little Dalton provides a well-equipped and supportive
environment, one where play is valued, and where children
are given opportunities to learn, grow and develop their
understanding of the world around them.

C H I L D - C E N T R E D
L E A R N I N G
A N D I N Q U I R Y

Little Dalton is a child-centred learning environment for
children aged two to six years. We recognise that every child
is an individual with unique learning needs, and we promote
development at the child’s individual rate. Little Dalton also
recognises the natural inquisitiveness of children and that
they are active participants in their own learning and should
be involved in deciding what they learn whilst at kindergarten.
Ideas, preferences, and interests are all considered when
planning and teaching, and teachers and students work
together to explore the world through the lens of the child.
LDK’s approach to learning is one fully focused on the whole
child. Activities—including physical education, music, art,
dance —promote the development of cognitive skills, emotional
growth, physical coordination, and social interaction. Our LDK
teachers work closely with each child to ensure that ongoing
development occurs in a carefully designed environment, one
that is child-centered and empowers each learner to reach his
or her full potential.

M I S S I O N

The mission of Little Dalton is to provide a progressive, creative,
nurturing, dual language teaching and learning environment
that:
Meets each student’s interests, abilities and needs while
building a solid foundation of skills to fulfill their academic
and non-academic potential; and
Develops students into compassionate contributors who
respect, appreciate and promote the diversity and moral
values in our communities.

O U R
P R I N C I P L E S

Creating a nurturing and caring learning community
for children, parents and teachers in which individual
development is fostered through collective cooperation;
Delivering a child-led curriculum designed to consider
each student’s interests, abilities and needs while
nurturing development of all dimensions: intellectual,
social, emotional, linguistic, cognitive and physical;
Promoting intellectual independence and risk-taking
through play, inquiry, direct experience, reading and
collaboration;
Instilling a sense of ethics, moral values, respect and
responsibility towards others;
Working closely with leading Dalton schools to share best
practices, conduct joint programs and innovate;
Engaging greater China researchers and institutions to
effectively and continuously enhance our dual language
program;
Adopting innovative educational tools and methodologies
through technology and various mediums.
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